ISSN: 0976-3031

Available Online at http://www.recentscientific.com

International Journal of Recent Scientific Research
Vol. 15, Issue, 05, pp-4761-4765, May, 2024

International Journal of
Recent Scientific
Research

CODEN: IJRSFP (USA)

DOI: 10.24327/1JRSR

Research Article

“BREAKING BARRIERS AND BUILDING EMPIRES” THE INCREDIBLE WOMEN

ENTREPRENEURS OF INDIA

Dr. Mamta Shyam

Associate Professor, Department of Home Science, S.D. College, Muzaffarnagar, Uttarpradesh

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.24327/ijrsr.20241505.0892

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article History:

Received 17" April, 2024

Received in revised form 25" April, 2024
Accepted 21% May, 2024

Published online 28™ May, 2024

Keywords:

Resilience, Innovation, Determination,
Inspiration and strategy

Entrepreneurship is the act of creating, directing and managing a business or economic
activity with the objective of profitability. This often involves taking risks and investing time,
energy and resources to develop an idea or project. Entrepreneurs are innovative, creative and
motivated people irrespective of caste, religion or gender, who seek to add value to society
and realize their professional aspiration. Entrepreneurs often require financial resources to
start or grow their businesses. This may involve securing funding from investors, banks, or
other sources. They need to create a solid business plan that outlines their goals, strategies,
and financial projections. To generate awareness and interest in their products or services
they need a marketing strategy, building a brand identity, and executing marketing
campaigns. Networking and mentorship can benefit the Entrepreneurs. They must navigate
complex legal and regulatory requirements to operate their businesses legally. The constant
innovation and adaptation to changing market conditions are the next important factors to
stay competitive. They often wear many hats and juggle multiple responsibilities, effective
time management and prioritization skills are essential for successfully managing a business.
Entrepreneurship can be challenging and unpredictable, with setbacks and failures being
common. Entrepreneurs need to have resilience and perseverance to overcome obstacles and
keep pushing forward. India boasts a rich tapestry of entrepreneurial stories that reflect
resilience, innovation, and determination of women in various fields. The success stories of
Indian women entrepreneurs are an inspiration to many. They have become leaders in their
industries. They have shown the true qualities and ability to innovate in the face of challenges
that one should have. Their successes remind us that with hard work, determination, and a
willingness to take risks, anyone can achieve success in their journeys.

Copyright© The author(s) 2024,This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which
permits unrestricted use, distribution and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.

INTRODUCTION

Their stories are an inspiration to many. They have become
leaders in their industries. They remind us that with hard work,

Over the years, Indian women entrepreneurs have risen against
all odds to achieve remarkable success in various fields.
Despite facing challenges such as societal norms, gender
biases, and limited resources, these women have shown
extraordinary resilience and determination in pursuing their
entrepreneurial dreams. These successful women entrepreneurs
are driven, resilient, and forward-thinking individuals who
broke barriers, shattered glass ceilings, and paved the way for
future generations of women in business. Their success stories
serve as a source of inspiration and motivation for countless
others to break free from stereotypes and carve out their own
path to success. In this collection of success stories, we
celebrate the achievements of Indian women entrepreneurs who
have defied the odds and made a mark in their respective
industries. Their journeys are a testament to the power of
perseverance, innovation, and unwavering belief in oneself.

*Corresponding author: Dr. Mamta Shyam

determination, and a willingness to take risks, anyone can
achieve success in their journeys. India boasts a rich tapestry of
entrepreneurial stories that reflect resilience, innovation, and
determination. Here are a few notable Indian women
entrepreneurs and their inspiring journeys:

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw

Often hailed as India's biotech queen, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw
is the founder of Biocon Limited, a biopharmaceutical
company based in Bangalore. Starting with a modest
investment, she transformed Biocon into one of India's leading
biotechnology companies, focusing on research, development,
and manufacturing of innovative therapies. She was born on
March 23, 1953 in Bangalore. She is a Bachelor of Science in
Zoology from Mount Carmel College, Bangalore and did her
Masters in Malting and Brewing from Ballarat College,
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Melbourne, Australia. She is married to John Shaw, an
Englishman. She is known for being the richest self-made
woman in India.

She founded Biocon in 1978 with the aim of making
affordable and accessible healthcare solutions in India.
Under her leadership, the company has grown into a
multinational biopharmaceutical company with a focus on
biopharmaceuticals, research services, and small molecules.
Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw has received numerous awards and
accolades for her work in the biotechnology industry, including
the Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan awards, two of India's
highest civilian honors. She is also involved in various social
initiatives, particularly in the areas of healthcare and education.
In addition to her work with Biocon, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw is
also actively involved in various philanthropic activities,
particularly in the areas of healthcare and education. She is a
role model for aspiring entrepreneurs, especially women, and
has been recognized for her efforts to promote gender equality
and entrepreneurship in India.

Indra Nooyi

Indra Nooyi is an Indian-American businesswoman and former
CEO of PepsiCo. She was born in Madras, India on October
28, 1955,. Nooyi had a bachelor's degree in Physics, Chemistry,
and Mathematics from Madras Christian College in 1974, and
owns double master's degree in Business Administration from
the Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta in 1976 and
another Master's degree in Public and Private Management
from Yale University. Nooyi is married to Raj K. Nooyi and
they have two daughters.

Nooyi joined PepsiCo in 1994 and held various leadership roles
before becoming the company's CEO in 2006, a position she
held until her retirement in 2018. Under her leadership,
PepsiCo diversified its product portfolio to include healthier
options, reduced its environmental footprint, and focused on
sustainability initiatives.

She has been recognized for her leadership and business
acumen with numerous awards and accolades, including being
named one of Forbes' 100 Most Powerful Women and
Fortune's Most Powerful Women in Business. She has also
served Amazon and the International Cricket Council, among
others.

Nooyi is also a vocal advocate for women's empowerment and
leadership development, and has spoken out about the
importance of diversity in the workplace. She continues to be a
prominent figure in the business world and a role model for
aspiring entrepreneurs and business leaders.

Falguni Nayar

Falguni Nayar is the founder and CEO of Nykaa, one of India's
leading beauty and wellness platforms. Falguni Nayar was born
and raised in Mumbai, India. She completed her schooling in
Mumbai and later pursued higher education in business
administration. She holds an MBA degree from the Indian
Institute of Management Ahmedabad (1IM Ahmedabad), one of
India's premier business schools. Falguni Nayar started her
career in the corporate sector, working with renowned
companies such as Kotak Mahindra Capital Company and
ICICI Securities. She gained extensive experience in
investment banking and finance, holding senior positions in
these organizations for over two decades. In 2012, at the age of
50, Falguni Nayar ventured into entrepreneurship and founded

Nykaa, an e-commerce platform dedicated to beauty and
wellness products. Today, Falguni Nayar holds the esteemed
title of the richest self-made woman in India, standing fifth
among the Top 10 Biggest Gainers.

The idea for Nykaa stemmed from Falguni's observation of the
growing demand for beauty and cosmetics products in India
and the lack of a dedicated platform offering a wide range of
brands and products. Despite entering a competitive market
dominated by traditional brick-and-mortar stores, Falguni saw
an opportunity to disrupt the industry by leveraging technology
and offering a convenient and personalized shopping
experience to consumers. Falguni drew inspiration from
flourishing marketplaces in countries like France and Japan.
These disparities act as catalyst for Nykaa. With a modest
team of three and limited experience in retail, beauty, or IT,
Falguni Nayar embarked on the Nykaa journey, Starting as an
online platform and later embracing an omnichannel approach,
Nykaa, headquartered in Mumbai, has garnered acclaim for its
diverse array of fashion, beauty, and cosmetic products.

Under Falguni Nayar's leadership, Nykaa witnessed rapid
growth and became a household name in India's beauty and
cosmetics industry. The company expanded its product
offerings to include a diverse range of beauty and wellness
products, including skincare, makeup, haircare, fragrances, and
personal care items. Nykaa also launched its own private label
brand, offering high-quality and affordable beauty products
under the Nykaa brand name. Falguni Nayar's entrepreneurial
journey with Nykaa has earned her recognition and accolades
both in India and internationally. She has been featured in
various lists such as Forbes India's "W-Power Trailblazers" and
Fortune's "40 Under 40."Nykaa's success has not only
transformed the beauty and cosmetics retail landscape in India
but has also empowered millions of consumers to access a wide
range of products and brands conveniently through its online
platform.

Nykaa has emerged as a dynamic force, captivating the hearts
of teens and young adults with its extensive range of beauty,
fashion, and wellness products. With a strong online presence
and a loyal customer base, Nykaa has revolutionized the beauty
industry in India by providing a seamless shopping experience
for customers looking to purchase beauty products from the
comfort of their own homes. By bridging the gap between
physical and virtual customers, Nykaa has become a one-stop
destination for all things beauty, offering a wide range of
products from both local and international brands.

Additionally, Nykaa's focus on providing valuable content such
as product reviews, beauty tutorials, and expert articles has
helped them build a community of engaged and informed
customers who trust their recommendations. By offering a
comprehensive and interactive platform, Nykaa has not only
created a successful e-commerce business, but also established
itself as a trusted source of beauty knowledge and expertise. In
this fast-paced digital landscape, Nykaa continues to innovate
and adapt to meet the changing needs and preferences of their
customers. By leveraging technology and digital marketing
strategies, Nykaa is able to reach a wider audience and drive
growth in the beauty industry. With a commitment to providing
high-quality products, expert advice, and a seamless shopping
experience, Nykaa is well-positioned to continue its success
and maintain its position as a leader in the beauty industry.

Falguni Nayar's story is a testament to the power of
entrepreneurship, vision, and perseverance in building a
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successful business from scratch, even at a later stage in one's
career. Her innovative approach to e-commerce has positioned
Nykaa as a market leader in India's beauty and wellness
industry.

Richa Kar: Richa Kar is the founder and CEO of Zivame, an
Indian online lingerie store. She holds a degree in engineering
from the National Institute of Technology in Jalandhar, India.
A highly successful entrepreneur, Richa Kar has revolutionized
the online lingerie market in India and has been recognized for
her business acumen and innovative approach. Under Richa's
leadership, Zivame has expanded its product range, added more
brands to its portfolio, and grown its customer base
significantly. She has also been a vocal advocate for women's
empowerment and body positivity, and has used Zivame as a
platform to promote these causes. Richa has been recognized
for her contributions to the e-commerce industry and has
received several awards, including the Forbes 40 Under 40
Asia list in 2018. She continues to lead Zivame towards further
growth and innovation in the lingerie space. She started Zivame
in 2011 with the aim of changing the way lingerie is marketed
and sold in India. Richa has a background in technology and e-
commerce and has been instrumental in growing Zivame into
one of India’s leading online lingerie brands.

Suchi Mukherjee: Suchi Mukherjee is an Indian entrepreneur
and the founder and CEO of Limeroad, a popular online
marketplace for women's fashion. She was born in India and
studied at the London School of Economics and the University
of Cambridge before pursuing a career in business. Mukherjee
is known for her innovative approach to e-commerce and her
commitment to empowering women through her company's
platform. She has been recognized for her achievements in the
business world and is considered a trailblazer in the Indian
startup ecosystem. She has a background in finance and
previously worked as an investment banker before deciding to
start her own company.

Suchi founded Limeroad in 2012 with the goal of creating a
personalized and social shopping experience for women. The
platform allows users to create their own style boards, follow
other users and brands for inspiration, and shop for a wide
range of fashion products from independent designers and
established brands. Under Suchi's leadership, Limeroad has
grown to become one of the leading online fashion retailers in
India. The company has received several accolades and awards
for its innovative business model and user-friendly platform.
Suchi is known for her strong work ethic, vision, and passion
for empowering women through fashion. She has been featured
in various media outlets and recognized as a successful female
entrepreneur in India.

Overall, Suchi Mukherjee is a prominent figure in the Indian e-
commerce industry and a role model for aspiring entrepreneurs,
especially women. Her dedication to creating a unique and
engaging shopping experience for women has made Limeroad
a popular destination for fashion enthusiasts in India.

Swati Bhargava

Swati Bhargava is an Indian entrepreneur and co-founder of
CashKaro, one of India's largest cashback and coupons
websites. She started CashKaro in 2013 along with her
husband, Rohan Bhargava, and the platform has since grown to
become one of the leading players in the Indian e-commerce
industry. Swati has been recognized for her innovative business
ideas and entrepreneurial spirit, and she is considered a role

model for aspiring female entrepreneurs in India.Her company
provides users with cashback on their online shopping
transactions.

Prior to starting CashKaro.com, Swati Bhargava worked in
London as an investment banker at Goldman Sachs. She is a
graduate of the London School of Economics and Political
Science, where she earned a degree in Mathematics and
Economics. She holds a Master's degree in Economics from the
University of Cambridge

Swati Bhargava has been recognized for her entrepreneurial
achievements, including being named in Forbes India's 30
Under 30 list in 2017. She is also a frequent speaker at industry
events and conferences, where she shares her insights on e-
commerce trends and entrepreneurship.Swati has been featured
in various media outlets for her entrepreneurial success,
including Forbes, CNBC, and YourStory.She is a strong
advocate for women in business and has spoken at numerous
events and conferences on topics related to entrepreneurship
and leadership.Swati has received several awards for her work,
including being named among Business Today's Most Powerful
Women in Indian Business and Femina's Power List.She is also
actively involved in philanthropic efforts, supporting various
causes and initiatives in education and women's empowerment.
Shradha Sharma: Shradha Sharma is an Indian entrepreneur
and the founder and CEO of YourStory, a media platform for
entrepreneurs and startups in India. She started YourStory in
2008 with the aim of telling the stories of emerging
entrepreneurs and startups in the country. Shradha Sharma has
a background in journalism and worked for publications like
The Times of India and CNBC TV18 before starting
YourStory. She is known for her passion for entrepreneurship
and her dedication to supporting and highlighting the stories of
Indian startups. She was born in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh, India,
and currently resides in Bangalore, India. Shradha Sharma is
known for her passion for storytelling and promoting
entrepreneurship in India. She has been recognized for her
work in the startup ecosystem and is a prominent figure in the
Indian startup community.

Under her leadership, YourStory has grown to become one of
the most popular and influential media platforms for
entrepreneurs in India. The platform covers a wide range of
topics related to entrepreneurship, including news, interviews,
profiles, and insights from industry experts. hradha Sharma is a
well-respected figure in the Indian startup ecosystem and has
been recognized for her contributions to the industry. She has
received several awards and accolades, including the Impact 30
Award by the Hurun Report in 2021.Overall, Shradha Sharma
is a prominent figure in the Indian entrepreneurship scene and
continues to be a driving force behind the success of
YourStory.

Ankiti Bose: Ankiti Bose is a young entrepreneur and the co-
founder and CEO of Zilingo, an e-commerce platform based in
Singapore that focuses on the fashion and lifestyle sector in
Southeast Asia. Bose co-founded Zilingo in 2015 and has since
grown the company into a successful online marketplace with
millions of users and significant venture capital backing. She is
known for her innovative approach to e-commerce and her
passion for empowering small businesses and entrepreneurs in
the region. Ankiti Bose was born and raised in India and went
on to study at the prestigious Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT) in Mumbai. After graduating, she worked at management
consulting firm McKinsey & Company before starting Zilingo
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with her co-founder Dhruv Kapoor. She is considered as one of
the youngest female founders of a unicorn startup, which is a
privately held startup company valued at over $1 billion.

Zilingo is a fashion marketplace that connects independent
fashion designers and small businesses with customers around
the world. The platform has grown rapidly since its inception
and has raised significant funding from investors such as
Sequoia Capital and Temasek Holdings. Ankiti Bose's success
as a young female entrepreneur has made her a prominent
figure in the Indian startup ecosystem. She has been recognized
for her achievements, including being named in Forbes Asia's
30 Under 30 list in 2018.

Aakanksha Bhargava: Aakanksha Bhargava is the CEO and
President of PM Relocations, a global mobility company based
in India. She is known for her dedication to innovation and for
bringing a customer-centric approach to her company.
Aakanksha is a strong advocate for diversity and inclusion in
the workplace and has been recognized as a leader in the
industry for her efforts in this area. She is also passionate about
giving back to the community and is actively involved in
various charitable initiatives. Aakanksha is known for her
dynamic leadership style and commitment to excellence.

Aakanksha is a strong and inspiring leader who continues to
make a positive impact on the industry and society as a whole..
Under her leadership, PM Relocations has grown rapidly and
expanded its reach to over 100 countries worldwide. She took
over the reins of the company in 2008 and has since
transformed it into a successful and innovative organization.In
addition to her business acumen, Aakanksha is also a strong
advocate for diversity and inclusion in the workplace. She is
passionate about empowering women in the workforce and has
been recognized for her efforts in this area. Aakanksha is a
sought-after speaker and has been invited to speak at various
industry conferences and events. She is also a frequent
contributor to business publications and has been featured in
numerous media outlets.

Overall, Aakanksha Bhargava is a successful and inspirational
entrepreneur who continues to make a positive impact in the
global business world.

Radhika Ghai Aggarwal: Radhika Ghai Aggarwal is the co-
founder and Chief Business Officer of ShopClues, an Indian e-
commerce company. She graduated from Delhi University with
a degree in Economics and pursued an MBA from Washington
University in St. Louis.Aggarwal has over 15 years of
experience in marketing, strategy, and business development.
She worked at firms such as Nordstrom, Goldman Sachs, and
American Express before co-founding ShopClues in
2011.Under her leadership, ShopClues has grown to become
one of the leading online marketplaces in India, catering to
millions of customers and sellers across the country. Aggarwal
is credited with driving the company's growth and expansion
into new markets. She has received numerous awards and
accolades for her work, including being recognized as one of
India's top women entrepreneurs. Aggarwal is also a vocal
advocate for women in business and entrepreneurship, and she
actively mentors and supports aspiring female entrepreneurs.
She has recently founded a nonprofit organization called
'‘Accelerate Equality Foundation'. The foundation aims to
empower women and marginalized communities by providing
resources, support, and opportunities for personal and
professional development. Radhika is committed to using her

platform and influence to create positive change and drive
social impact.

Upasana Taku: Upasana Taku is an Indian entrepreneur and
co-founder of MobiKwik, one of the leading mobile wallet and
payment platforms in India. She completed her Bachelor's
degree in Engineering from NIT Jalandhar and went on to
pursue a Master's degree in Management Science and
Engineering from Stanford University. Upasana co-founded
MobiKwik in 2009 along with Bipin Preet Singh, with the aim
of making digital payments easier and more accessible for the
Indian population. Under her leadership, MobiKwik has grown
to become one of the most widely used mobile wallets in India,
offering a range of services including mobile recharge, bill
payments, and online shopping.

Upasana has been recognized for her contributions to the
fintech industry, winning numerous awards and accolades for
her work. She is also a vocal advocate for women in
technology and entrepreneurship, and actively promotes
diversity and inclusion in the workplace. In addition to her
work at MobiKwik, Upasana is also involved in various
philanthropic activities, supporting causes related to education,
healthcare, and women's empowerment. She is a role model for
aspiring entrepreneurs and has inspired many with her
entrepreneurial journey and commitment to driving positive
change in society.

Sairee Chahal: Sairee Chahal is an Indian entrepreneur,
author, and women’s rights advocate. She is the founder and
CEO of SHEROES, a women’s community platform that offers
support and resources to help women achieve their professional
and personal goals. She holds a degree in Business
Management from the Indian Institute of Management,
Calcutta, and has over 20 years of experience in the technology
and digital media industries. She has been a vocal advocate for
gender equality and women’s empowerment in India. She has
spoken at numerous conferences and events, and her work has
been recognized by the United Nations, Forbes, and other
international organizations.

In addition to her work with SHEROES, Chahal is also the
author of the book “The Saheli Story: Celebrating The Hero in
Every Woman,” which highlights the stories of successful
women in India. Overall, Sairee Chahal is a prominent figure in
the field of women’s empowerment and entrepreneurship in
India, and continues to inspire and support women in achieving
their goals

SHEROES aims to enable women to achieve their full potential
by offering them opportunities for entrepreneurship, careers,
and mentorship. Chahal continues to be a vocal advocate for
women's rights and empowerment in India, and she is actively
involved in various initiatives to support women in the
workforce.

To conclude, The success of women entrepreneurs in India is
truly remarkable and inspiring. Despite facing numerous
challenges and obstacles, these women have not only excelled
in their chosen fields but have also paved the way for countless
others to follow in their footsteps. Their determination,
resilience, and innovative spirit are a testament to the impact
that women can have in the world of business. By believing in
themselves, staying focused on their goals, and continuously
learning and improving their skills, these women have achieved
remarkable success and are an inspiration to us all As we
celebrate their achievements, let us continue to support the
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champion women entrepreneurs in India, as they continue to
break barriers, shatter stereotypes, and redefine what it means
to be a successful entrepreneur.
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